
    
Mudville is the ep itome of future past, c ombining an ultra-modern elec tronic  aesthetic  with 
the vibe of vintage soul music.  Think Curtis MayfieldÕs weighty g rooves, P.J. HarveyÕs avant -
b lues passion, Jeff BuckleyÕs soaring, jazzy laments and the futurist soundscapes of Dan the 
Automator. Producer/ bassist Ben Rubin skillfully combines fresh produc tion (beats, samples, 
synths) with old -sc hool instruments (doub le bass, Wurlitzer Elec tronic  Piano, Hammond B3 
organ, horns) to c rea te earthy, id iosync ra tic  music  tha t spotlights songwriter/ voca list Marilyn 
Carino Õs keen prose and expansive wail. Her strange, fearless voice p lays muse to RubinÕs 
unsettling yet compelling b lend of churning rhythms and lush symphonic  arrangements. The 
resulting songs offer impassioned, humanistic  inner monologuesÑ gripp ing and unsentimenta l 
reflec tions on the prec arious na ture of love and  life in an injured  soc iety. 

 

Homegrown New Yorkers, Carino and Rubin met via  c lassified  ad during a  years-long stint in 
San Franc isc o. A sweet crooner and guita rist in trad itiona l b luegrass and a lt-c ountry bands, 
Carino recorded with such notab les as Billy Talbot, bassist of Neil Young & Crazy Horse  (who 
co -produc ed a  trac k on MudvilleÕs 2002 EP) and  Matt Piucc i  o f Rain Parade.  Rub in, who has 
remixed  trac ks for Wu-Tang ClanÕs Killah Priest, Brazilian Girls, Guster, Marshall Crenshaw  and 
others and has toured  North Americ a  with Crenshaw, Kate Fenner, Jason Collett (o f Broken 
Soc ial Scene) and downtown saxophonist Michael Blake , p layed upright bass in San 
Franc isc oÕs vib rant jazz sc ene. In 1995 the duo formed Long Island Lulu, a  deviant soul-rock 
band whose eponymous 1998 CD received c ritica l p ra ise. 
 

After regroup ing in Brooklyn in 2000, Long Island  Lulu evolved  into Mudville, with Rub in 
p roduc ing their self-titled  four-song EP (Slurry Records, 2002). Back in the stud io in 2003, they 
recorded The Glory of Man Is Not In Vogue. This full-length release, whic h fea tures suc h 
luminaries as saxophonist Seamus Blake , guita rist Jim Campilongo and  guita rist Avi Bortnic k 
(John Scofield Band ) is d istributed  world-wide by MF GrimmÕs Day By Day Entertainment. 
Tracks from the record  have been heard  on over 120 US rad io sta tions inc lud ing KCRWÕs 
Morning Becomes Ec lec tic  and NPRÕs Morning Edition as well as in the feature film Slutty 
Summer and  Gemini Award-winning Canadian TV show ReGenesis. On stage, Marilyn and 
Ben are joined  by some of New YorkÕs most respec ted  p layers to c rea te a  powerful live show 
tha t c ombines the old-sc hool and  the new. Mudville has rec ently shared stages with such 
notable acts as Wilco, Talib  Kweli & Mos Def, Large Professor and Tina Dic o (of Zero  7).  
Marilyn and Ben are hard  a t work in the stud io with p lans to release a  new record , Iris Nova , 
in 2006. 
 

Carino and Rub in a re ac tively c ommitted to p romoting non-violenc e and  g loba l justic e. 
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THE WORD ON  MUDVI LLE 
 
ÒMudville fea tures Marilyn Carino's sultry voca ls pouring out poetic  lyric s filled with imagery  
and set up aga inst spooky p ianos, haunting organs or subtle jazzy horns. The combo, a long with 
some elec tronic  loops, g ives the music  an other-worldly  b lues-jazz feel you'd  hear in a  lounge or 
in a  Jim Jarmusch film.Ó  

ÑNew York Post 

 

ÒMarilyn Carino sings about troubled longings and b leak surrea l visions, while Ben Rubin 
surrounds her me lanc holy voic e with brood ing, minor-key tracks that start with electric piano 

and  venture into smoky, ominous lounge territory, somewhere between Fiona Apple and 
Morcheeba .Ó 

Ñ The New York Times 
 

ÒThe c ombina tion of CarinoÕs d ramatic  voc a l  Ñ  the ga l ha s serious chops Ñ  and  the 
bandÕs bra iny extended  improvs triggered  a potent fusion of jazz and space - rock . . . set 
your inner c ategorizer aside and  just enjoy.Ó 

Ñ Time Out New York   
 
"A testament to the healing powers of rhythm  [tha t] should  not go und isc overed." 

Ñ NYLON 
 

"Atmospheric  down-tempo sounds É "  
Ñ The New Yorker 

 

"Ma rilyn Ca rino 's quirky wail is plenty spirited ."  
Ñ Entertainment Weekly  

 

ÒÉ Lots of brooding sexiness. This loc a l duo of a  soundsc ape artist who onc e remixed 
Killah Priest and  a  busty redhead w ith a voice somewhere between PJ Harvey and Sarah 
VaughanÕs high register make smooth seduc tion music .Ó 

Ñ Village Voic e  
  
ÒMudville surges with dark undertones, and lots of groove .  It  sounds like something 
you'd  hear in a  David Lynch  p ic ture.  Ó 

ÑModern Fix Magazine  
 

ÒImag ine if The Velvet Underground  and  The RZA got together a nd  took a  trip  to  
Morocco, then buried  themselves deep  in a  stud io in Brooklyn.Ó 

ÑDJ Cosmo Baker 
 

Òa truly unique sound that reaches into your soul and finds a home amongst your b ittersweet 
memories and forgotten love affa irs.  This music  is wet. Marilyn's haunting vocals whisper and 
wa il like Annie Lennox a t her best.Ó  

ÑIndiefan.c om 
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